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King should be Marsh's successor in the see of Armagh.
"I hope for the Church's good," he writes,1 "that your
Grace's friends will do their duty, in representing you as
the person the Kingdom wishes to succeed him. I know
not how your dispositions stand that way." A letter of
King's, written many years later,2 when the Primacy was
again vacant, shows that he would have accepted it in 1713,
had it been offered him. But it is clear that between Decem-
ber, 1710, and December, 1713, Swift had changed his
mind, for, when it came to the point, he supported Lindsay
for the Primacy, who wrote to thank him for his help.3
Mr. Elrington Ball suggests that Swift had hoped to win
over King to the Tory party, to whom his countenance
would have been most valuable, but that finding it impos-
sible to convert him into a staunch political ally, he threw
him over in favour of Lindsay. However this may be, the
facts remain that Swift did not support King's claim to
preferment, when it was in his power to do so, any more
than King had supported him for advancement to the
vacant Deanery of St. Patrick's. Swift respected the Arch-
bishop, none the less, and paid a handsome tribute to his
memory after his death in a paraphrase of one of Horace's
Odes (iv, 9).

Letters on Cathedral business, or addressed to the mem-
bers of the Chapter of St. Patrick's are few, despite the
fact that no Dean ever displayed a deeper or more in-
telligent interest in the antiquities of the Cathedral, and
that no Dean before Swift's time concerned himself so
intimately with the ordering of the Cathedral services.
Some characteristic letters about the Choir are extant,5 and
show the pains he took in the matter of patronage. There

1  30 December, 1710; see also under 8 January, 1712.  But by this
latter date Swift was beginning to express doubts of the Archbishop.
He writes to Stella on 7 January: " I won't trust him "; and again on
14 February: " I can defend him no longer."

2  See Mant's " History of the Church of Ireland," ii, 412.

3  5 January, 1714. See Mant, lot. tit., ii, 262.
* E.g^ 9 February, 1720.riticism of a
